CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



10 



fl5 



3. - = . 

□ o 



1. A communications outlet, cpmprismg: 

a housing configured tcjr placement in an operating area of a 

user ; 

user int erface circui/tr y in the housing, the user interface 
circuitry being operative to provide an interface to user 
equipment located genera]ily in the user operating area, the user 
equipment including a il ser telephone devic e and a user data 
device, the interface to Jthe user equipment including a link-layer 
interface to the user datJa device; 

premis es interface I circ uitry in the housing, the premises 
interface circuitry being operative to provide an interface to 
premises equipment locked generally outside the user operating 
area, the premises equipment including data processing equipment 
and telephone communications equipment providing access to a 
public telephone networ/k; and 

bridge circuitry /in the housing, the bridge circuitry being 
operative to establish/ communications connections between the user 
interface circuitry an/d the premises interface circuitry. 
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2. A communication^ outlet according to claim 1, wherein the 
housing is attachable/ to a wall. 

3. A communication/s outlet according to claim 2, wherein the 
housing is attachable to a wall in a permanent manner. 
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4- A communicati 
housing is configured 
secured to the wall 



outlet according to claim 3, wherein the 
to be disposed in an opening of a wall and 
at the edges of the opening. 
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5. A communications outlfet according to claim 4, further 
comprising connectors for /connecting the premises interface 
circuitry to wiring within the wall in a splice fashion. 

6. A communications outlet according to claim 2, wherein the 
housing is attachable to a/ wall in a removable manner. 
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7. A communications outlet according to claim 6, wherein the 
housing includes a plug ( for insertion into a modular telephone 
jack. 
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8. A communications oiitlet according to claim 1, wherein the 
interfaces to the user/ equipment and the premises* equipment 
include wired and wireless connections. 

9. A communications outilet according to claim 8, wherein at least 
one of the wired connections conforms to a carrier sense multiple 
access communications protocol. 



^SO 10. A communications outlet according to claim 8, wherein at least 
one of the wireless | connections conforms to a master-slave 
communications protoco] 

11. A communications joutlet according to claim 8, wherein the 
25 bridge circuitry is Operative to automatically use one of the 
wireless connections -qo communicate with the premises equipment if 
the obtainable data rate is greater than the data rate that can be 
obtained by a wired connection to the premises equipment. 



30 12. A communications outlet according to claim 1, wherein the 
premises interface cfircuitry includes an interface to a private 
branch exchange. 
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13. A communications outlet acpording to claim 1, wherein the 
user telephone interface is an analog telephone interface. 

14. A communications outlet /according to claim 1, wherein the 
user telephone interface is a migital telephone interface. 
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15. A communications outJiet according to claim 1, further 
comprising a processor operatJive to provide high-level services to 
the user via the user data interface. 

16. A communications outlet according to claim 15, wherein the 
high-level services includej data encryption. 

17. A communications outflet according to claim 15, wherein the 
high-level services include user authentication. 

18. A communications ontlet according to claim 15, wherein the 
high-level services incj-ude diagnostics and status reporting to 
the user. 

19. A communications dutlet according to claim 15, wherein the 
diagnostics are operatiJve to detect problems with a connection to 
the user, and wherein the status reporting is operative to notify 
the user of the detected connection problems. 

20. A communication^ outlet according to claim 1, further 
comprising power circjuitry operative to receive DC power from one 
of the interfaces. 
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